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rule. When the DMK won the 1967 elections, he left the state. I
did not regard his action as merely sentimental. I realized that in
respect of Tamil Nadu politics and Indian politics a change in his
own political course had become for Mohan an inevitable political
duty. A man who lives by a certain principle cannot put down roots
for good in a place, oblivious of the environment around him.
Intellectuals, as splendid trees, put down roots very fast in their place
of duty, even if the environment is unsatisfactory because of the
manner in which they relate to life. But if changes do not come
about as expected and when the changes that do occur are adverse,
it becomes necessary for them to move elsewhere, roots and all.
In transplanting themselves they take care to ensure that the original
soil continues to cover their roots. Their action does not amount to
running away from problems. Theirs is a move aimed at getting
ready for an eventual return to overcome the adverse conditions.
, As long as one does not forsake one's objectives, what does it matter
where one stays?
Like comrade Mohan in Tamil Nadu there were many in all states
of India. Some of them had already entered the Congress. That
group and the "Young Turks" in the Congress strove unremittingly
to rescue Indira Gandhi from the hold of the rightists. Comrade
Mohan's contribution to that task was significant. Anti-communists
like C. Subramaniam too joined the Indira-Mohan group. Their
aim, however, was to oppose Kamaraj.
In such a situation, the President of India, Zakir Husain, passed
away. On the issue of succession to the presidency, Indira Gandhi
broke her word to Kamaraj. Bearing in mind what he regarded as
her lack of political firmness, Kamaraj developed a very obstinate
difference of opinion with her. Such obstinacy was part of his nature.
But his anger was indeed righteous. Had Indira asked for forgiveness
at least to appease his righteous indignation, the rightists in the Cong-
ress and other rightist leaders would not have gathered around
Kamaraj to the extent they did. Kamaraj's integrity was such that he
did ^not even take into account the support given by others to his
policies. How could he be able to take into account the weaknesses
of persons who supported him?
Indira Gandhi became overnight a leftist. Time alone can say
whether she did so because of " opportunism" or because of the
opportunities that the situation offered. "Opportunism" is a
pejorative expression. It is used to decry the manoeuvres of one's